
Illustrator Tutorials 
Joining Shapes



Joining multiple shapes in Adobe Illustrator is fairly easy when you use a helpful tool 
called SHAPE BUILDER. What it does is that it lets you combine several shapes into one 
object by a simple click and drag.  Follow the guide below to see an example on how to 
combine several circles to make a Yin & Yang.  

Using the Shape Builder Tool 

1. Open a New Document by clicking on FILE -> NEW.  

2. Supply all properties you need to create a NEW DOCUMENT then press OK. 
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3. In your workspace, start drawing the shapes that you need. In this example, we are going to 
create a Yin & Yang shape so we will have to use the ELLIPSE TOOL to draw several circles. 
For this, we need to make a set of 5 circles as seen below: 

!



4. We will then have to organize and align each circle inside the biggest circle into 
something like this: 

5. After aligning the circles, select everything using the SELECTION TOOL.



6. DOUBLE CLICK on the SHAPE BUILDER TOOL or press SHIFT + M on your keyboard. 

7. The SHAPE BUILDER TOOL OPTIONS Window will appear. Make sure you check the 
GAP DETECTION box and set the Gap Length to Small (or depending on the spacing 
of your shapes) and press OK.



8. Back in your circles, you will notice that the cursor will highlight the part of the shape that is 
on. Identify the areas that you’d like to combine. In this example we will need to combine the 
left side (that is already highlighted) with the upper inner mid-size circle - to achieve that, drag 
the cursor to the shape that you want to be joined together. 

9. After dragging, you will notice that the shapes have been combined.  Repeat the process on 
the other side. 

Drag cursor 
here.



10.Highlight the left half part of the circle and colour it with Black by using the FILL TOOL. 

11.Do the same thing with the smallest circle below.  

FILL TOOL



12.You’ve now successfully joined shapes and turned it into a single object. Feel free to add this 
new element to different photos or vector images.


